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The Queens Walk 
London, SE1 2AA 
 

 
Dear Mayor, 
 

London Assembly Consideration of Proposal in relation to the Designation of a Mayoral 
Development Area Spanning the Olympic Park and Surrounding Area 
 

As you will know, the London Assembly, at its Extraordinary Plenary meeting held on 18 January, 
considered and debated your formal proposal in relation to the designation of a Mayoral 
Development Area for the Olympic Park and surrounding areas (“the Proposal”).  
 
I write to confirm that the Assembly did not choose to exercise its powers to reject the Proposal 
and, upon an indicative vote, also unanimously indicated its support for the Proposal.  
 
There are however a number of related issues that the Assembly wishes formally to raise with you: 
 
The Assembly accepts that driving regeneration and development requires a long-term approach. 
However, in order to retain the dynamism that you referred to in the justification for your 
Proposal - and in order to ensure that the Mayoral Development Corporation (MDC) is properly 
focused on delivering its objectives - the Assembly considers that the MDC should be established 
for a defined period of time. 
 
The Assembly welcomes the commitment that the MDC will operate in an open and transparent 
fashion and notes that both the MDC Board and its committees will be required to comply with 
local government access to information rules.   
 
The Assembly welcomes also the commitment to ensure that there is active community 
engagement by the MDC. We would press the MDC, through the Mayor, to ensure that there are 
opportunities for local people and local councillors, to, where appropriate, make representations 
in person at meetings of the MDC’s Planning Committee, mirroring existing practice in local 
authorities. We would expect the MDC to publish written guidance setting out how this will work.   
 
The Assembly welcomes your commitment to learn the lessons from previous experience of 
working with Development Corporations and urges you to ensure that quality design, build and 
public realm management lie at the heart of the MDC and crucially to ensure that the 
regeneration that will be led by the MDC will benefit local people and the local area including and 
beyond the Park boundary.  
 
We welcome your assurance also that as this would be a functional body reporting to you and 
accountable to the Assembly, you will ensure that transparency is maintained and maximised. It is 
also of course the case that we will hold you as Mayor accountable for your oversight of the MDC 
as part of the GLA ‘family’. 
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The creation of the MDC is an important milestone in the regeneration of the Olympic Park and 
its surrounding areas and will be a spur for convergence across East London. The Assembly looks 
forward to playing its part in ensuring the MDC delivers on the high expectations it has raised.      
 
 
 

Yours sincerely 
 

 
Dee Doocey AM 
Deputy Chair of the London Assembly 
 
cc Sir Edward Lister and Neale Coleman 


